1 Samuel 4-6 - 3.19

4 And Samuel’s WORD came to ALL Israel.
(Peter linked Samuel to the prophetic lineage of the Messiah, stating in Acts 3:24, "Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days." This indicates that Samuel’s prophetic ministry foretold of Jesus coming as King of the Jews. And the fact that it says Samuel’s Word came to ALL Israel is pointing to Romans 11 and All Israel will be saved. The first of ALL the prophets to foretell both His first and second coming. Also Samuel’s prophetic role is seen as divine revelation pointing to the Messianic age when Jesus reigns as King of the Jews for 1000 years - Revelation 20 -  in the line of David who Samuel anoints as God’s choice for king in 1 Samuel 16) and connects to the Davidic covenant (2 Samuel 7:12–16), which prophesies an eternal kingdom fulfilled in Jesus, the Son of David. Therefore, Samuel’s ministry indirectly foreshadows the fulfillment of End Times redemption through Christ. 

The Philistines Capture the Ark
Now the Israelites went out to fight against the Philistines. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer (means Thus the Lord has helped us), and the Philistines at Aphek. 2 The Philistines deployed their forces to meet Israel, and as the battle spread, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand of them on the battlefield. 3 When the soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the LORD bring defeat on us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ARK of the LORD’s Covenant from Shiloh, so that HE may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies.” 4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 5 When the ark of the LORD’s covenant came into the camp, all Israel raised such a great shout that the ground shook. 6 Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked, “What’s all this shouting in the Hebrew camp?” When they learned that the ark of the LORD had come into the camp,7 the Philistines were afraid. “A god has come into the camp,” they said. “Oh no! Nothing like this has happened before. 8 We’re doomed! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the wilderness. 
9 Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you will be subject to the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Be men, and fight!” 10 So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

Death of Eli
12 That same day a Benjamite ran from the battle line and went to Shiloh with his clothes torn and dust on his head. 13 When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his chair by the side of the road, watching, because his heart feared for the Ark of God. When the man entered the town and told what had happened, the whole town sent up a cry. 14 Eli heard the outcry and asked, “What is the meaning of this uproar?”
The man hurried over to Eli, 15 who was ninety-eight years old (2030-98=1932 = Year Hitler got German citizenship and began to rise to power) and whose eyes had failed so that he could not see. 16 He told Eli, “I have just come from the battle line; I fled from it this very day.” Eli asked, “What happened, my son?” 17 The man who brought the news replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army has suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the Ark of God has been captured.” 18 When he mentioned the Ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the side of the gate. His neck was broken and he died, for he was an old man, and he was heavy. He had led Israel forty years. (1970 AD to 2030 = 4000 years – from Abraham to Jesus) 19 His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and near the time of delivery. When she heard the news that the ark of God had been captured and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she went into labor and gave birth, but was overcome by her labor pains.20 As she was dying, the women attending her said, “Don’t despair; you have given birth to a son.” But she did not respond or pay any attention. 21 She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The Glory has departed from Israel” - because of the capture of the Ark of God and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 She said, “The Glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”





Israel Tries to Use the Ark as a Weapon but Israel loses a battle and then decides: “Let us bring the Ark of the Covenant… so that it may save us.” Key issue: They trusted the object instead of God. Prophetic parallel: End-time religious deception. Examples: Ritual religion, Religious symbols without true repentance, Institutional religion assuming God is with them Compare with: Matthew 7:22–23, “Lord, Lord… did we not do many works in Your name?” God will not be manipulated by religion. 30,000 Israelite soldiers die screaming 30 which signifies leadership transition in the Bible = David becomes king at 30, Jesus begins ministry at 30, Joseph begins ruling Egypt at 30 Prophetic idea: A leadership system is collapsing, God is preparing a new order. The Ark is Captured - This is shocking in the story. The Ark represents God's presence. Israel assumes: If the Ark is with us → we cannot lose. But they lose.
Meaning: God allows: His presence to depart from corrupt leadership. Hophni and Phinehas Die the Same Day – TWO – Papacy and Catholic Church and Whore of Babylon. Prophecy fulfilled. Earlier prophecy:1 Samuel 2:34 “Both will die on the same day.” Prophetic pattern: God judges corrupt priesthood suddenly. End-time parallel: Judgment on false spiritual leadership. Eli Dies at Age 98 - 1 Samuel 4:18- and dies by FALLING back breaks his neck. Symbolism: Old corrupt leadership falls backward in judgment. Also interesting: Eli judged Israel 40 years. The number 40 = testing / probation period. I believe once again show PROMISE TO ABRAHAM by God – an eternal covenant is fulfilled 4000 years later in 2030 with Jesus reigning as King of the Jews and ALL Israel being saved. Meaning: God had given ample time to repent. Ichabod = “The Glory Has Departed”- One of the most powerful moments. Ichabod means: “The glory has departed from Israel.” Why? Ark captured. Priesthood dead, leadership corrupt. Prophetic meaning: God withdraws His glory from a corrupt system. This parallels: The fall of false religious Babylon when God’s presence leaves a system: it collapses.







The Ark in Ashdod and Ekron
5 After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2 Then they carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon. 3 When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! They took Dagon and put him back in his place. 4 But the following morning when they rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! His head and hands had been broken off and were lying on the threshold; only his body remained.5 That is why to this day neither the priests of Dagon nor any others who enter Dagon’s temple at Ashdod step on the threshold.
6 The LORD’s hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought devastation on them and afflicted them with tumors. (Read Revelation 16 as this is a foreshadow of what happens to people who take the Mark of the Beast – God inflicts sores on them.)  7 When the people of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel must not stay here with us, because his hand is heavy on us and on Dagon our god.” 8 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and asked them, “What shall we do with the Ark of the god of Israel?” They answered, “Have the Ark of the god of Israel moved to Gath.” So they moved the Ark of the God of Israel. 9 But after they had moved it, the LORD’s hand was against that city, throwing it into a great panic. He afflicted the people of the city, both young and old, with an outbreak of tumors. 10 So they sent the Ark of God to Ekron. As the Ark of God was entering Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have brought the Ark of the god of Israel around to us to kill us and our people.” 11 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and said, “Send the Ark of the God of Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or it will kill us and our people.” For death had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very heavy on it. 12 Those who did not die were afflicted with tumors, and the outcry of the city went up to heaven.
The Philistines place the Ark in the temple of Dagon. Next morning again: Dagon falls. Head and hands cut off. Prophetic symbolism: False gods cannot stand before the true God. End time parallels: Antichrist worship. Idolatrous global religion God humiliates the idol without Israel lifting a finger. The Tumors (Judgment) - God strikes the Philistines with tumors. Cities affected: Ashdod. Gath. Ekron. Prophetic parallels: Judgment spreading through nations. Compare with: Revelation bowl judgments. Physical afflictions used as divine judgment.  The Ark Moves City to City. Every city that receives the Ark experiences chaos. Meaning: God’s presence exposes corruption everywhere it goes. End-time pattern: When God begins judging: no nation escapes accountability.

The Ark Returned to Israel
6 When the Ark of the LORD had been in Philistine territory seven months, 2 the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, “What shall we do with the Ark of the LORD? Tell us how we should send it back to its place.” 3 They answered, “If you return the Ark of the God of Israel, do not send it back to him without a gift; by all means send a guilt offering to him. Then you will be healed, and you will know why his hand has not been lifted from you.” 4 The Philistines asked, “What guilt offering should we send to him?” They replied, “Five gold tumors and five gold rats, according to the number of the Philistine rulers, because the same plague has struck both you and your rulers. 5 Make models of the tumors and of the rats that are destroying the country, and give glory to Israel’s god. Perhaps he will lift his hand from you and your gods and your land. 6 Why do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh did? When Israel’s God dealt harshly with them, did they not send the Israelites out so they could go on their way?
7 “Now then, get a new cart ready, with two cows that have calved and have never been yoked. Hitch the cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. 8 Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the cart, and in a chest beside it put the gold objects you are sending back to him as a guilt offering. Send it on its way, 9 but keep watching it. If it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth Shemesh, then the LORD has brought this great disaster on us. But if it does not, then we will know that it was not his hand that struck us but that it happened to us by chance.” 10 So they did this. They took two such cows and hitched them to the cart and penned up their calves. 11 They placed the ark of the LORD on the cart and along with it the chest containing the gold rats and the models of the tumors. 12 Then the cows went straight up toward Beth Shemesh, keeping on the road and lowing all the way; they did not turn to the right or to the left. The rulers of the Philistines followed them as far as the border of Beth Shemesh.
13 Now the people of Beth Shemesh were harvesting their wheat in the valley, and when they looked up and saw the Ark, they rejoiced at the sight. 14 The cart came to the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and there it stopped beside a large rock. The people chopped up the wood of the cart and sacrificed the cows as a burnt offering to the LORD. 15 The Levites took down the Ark of the LORD, together with the chest containing the gold objects, and placed them on the large rock. On that day the people of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices to the LORD. 16 The five rulers of the Philistines saw all this and then returned that same day to Ekron. 
17 These are the gold tumors the Philistines sent as a guilt offering to the LORD - one each for Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron. 18 And the number of the gold rats was according to the number of Philistine towns belonging to the five rulers - the fortified towns with their country villages. The large rock on which the Levites set the ark of the LORD is a witness to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh. 19 But God struck down some of the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy of them to death because they looked into the ark of the LORD. The people mourned because of the heavy blow the LORD had dealt them. 20 And the people of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who can stand in the presence of the LORD, this holy God? To whom will the Ark go up from here?” 21 Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the LORD. Come down and take it up to your town.”

The Philistines send the Ark back with offerings: 5 golden tumors, 5 golden mice. Why five? There were 5 Philistine rulers. Symbolically: They acknowledge: God judged all five kingdoms. The offering is basically: a confession of guilt. Five in the Bible is God’s GRACE. They were asking for the God of Israel’s GRACE. The Two Milch Cows -The Ark is placed on a cart pulled by: Two cows that had just given birth Important detail: Their calves were separated. Normally: cows would return to their calves. But instead they walk straight toward Israel. Meaning: God supernaturally directs the Ark home. Prophetic idea: God will restore His presence to Israel despite the nations. Revelation 12 Baby = believers of Israel taken away from their mother and caught up to God to spare them from the worst and final of God’s wrath – the 7 Bowl judgements. The Ark Arrives at Beth-Shemesh - People rejoice. But then something shocking happens. 50,070 people die for looking into the Ark. Meaning: God’s holiness cannot be treated casually. Even among His own people. And I believe the separation is 50 – Pentecost – the Church is saved and a great number die from Pentecost to Return of Christ on the 7th day for Israel. The story warns against spiritual complacency and irreverence in worship. It foreshadows the New Testament truth that only through Christ can we approach God (Hebrews 4:16), not by human curiosity or ritual, but by faith and humility. Ultimately, the Ark’s return and the people’s mourning point forward to God’s redemptive plan, where He provides a way for sinful humanity to draw near - through Jesus, the true High Priest and ALL Israel as a nation finally calls Jesus the Messiah at His Second Coming.


