#57 - Philemon – 12.9

(#57 – written by Paul to Philemon, a believer who held a church in Colosse in his home)

Today’s Summary: Love that Paul was not afraid to be bold and rebuke and encourage all those he loved because his number one focus was God and His Bride – the Church, and keeping it blameless and pure until Jesus comes back for us. And what I love is that Paul was one to reconcile and forgive, as he wanted what God wanted – unity in the Church, and so as a leader in the Church he made it his business to get involved and reconcile all groups of people and resolve all Church conflicts he heard about. Onesimus was a slave belonging to Philemon, a Christian and prominent member of the church in Colossae. His name, derived from the Ancient Greek word Ὀνήσιμος, means "useful" or "profitable," a name that takes on significant meaning in the biblical narrative. He is best known for being a fugitive slave who ran away from his master, possibly after committing a theft, and fled to Rome to escape punishment. While in Rome, he encountered the Apostle Paul, who was imprisoned at the time. It was during this encounter that Onesimus converted to Christianity, becoming a believer and a devoted follower of Christ. Paul, having become a spiritual father to Onesimus during his imprisonment, wrote the Epistle to Philemon to appeal to Philemon for reconciliation and forgiveness. In the letter, Paul urges Philemon to receive Onesimus not as a slave but as a beloved brother in Christ, emphasizing the transformative power of faith and the principle of Christian unity that transcends social hierarchies. Paul even offers to repay any debt Onesimus may have owed Philemon, underscoring his commitment to restoring the relationship. The letter also highlights a wordplay on the name Onesimus, where Paul contrasts his former state as "useless" (ἄχρηστος) to Philemon with his new status as "useful" (εὔχρηστος) through his faith. Later, Onesimus is mentioned in the Epistle to the Colossians as a faithful and beloved brother who was accompanying Tychicus on a mission to deliver Paul’s letter to the Colossians. This suggests he had become a trusted and active member of the early Christian community. Early Christian tradition, including a letter from Ignatius of Antioch (died c. 107), identifies a bishop named Onesimus in Ephesus, leading to the belief that he may have become a bishop after his conversion. 
 

1 1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker - 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier - and to the church that meets in your home: 3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanksgiving and Prayer
4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about  your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.
Paul’s Plea for Onesimus
8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul - an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus - 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.
12 I am sending him - who is my very heart - back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back forever - 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.
17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back - not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers. 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

