#24th Book - Jeremiah 1-4 - 8.7th

Jeremiah preached and warned Judah for 40 years warning that if they did not repent they would be destroyed, which they were 40 years later when Babylon captured the city and carried away the people. Jeremiah tells them they will be in captivity for 70 years to the day.

1 - The Call of Jeremiah
The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. 2 The word of the LORD came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah, 3 and through the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile. 4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 6 “Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD. 9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 11 The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” “I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 12 The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my Word is fulfilled.” 13 The word of the LORD came to me again: “What do you see?” “I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. “It is tilting toward us from the North.” 14 The LORD said to me, “From the North disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land. 15 I am about to summon all the peoples of the Northern kingdoms (aka Babylon),” declares the LORD.
“Their kings will come and set up their thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they will come against all her surrounding walls and against all the towns of Judah. 16 I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands have made. 17 “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them.18 Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land. 19 They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.

2 - Israel Forsakes God
The WORD of the LORD came to me: 2 “Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: “This is what the LORD says: “‘I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a BRIDE you loved ME and followed ME through the wilderness, through a land not sown.
3 Israel was holy to the LORD, the firstfruits of HIS harvest; all who devoured her were held guilty, and disaster overtook them,’” declares the LORD. 4 Hear the WORD of the LORD, you descendants of Jacob, all you clans of Israel. 5 This is what the LORD says: “What fault did your ancestors find in ME, that they strayed so far from me? They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves. 6 They did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD, who brought us up out of Egypt and led us through the barren wilderness, through a land of deserts and ravines, a land of drought and utter darkness, a land where no one travels and no one lives?’ 7 I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. But you came and defiled MY land and made MY inheritance detestable. 8 The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD?’ Those who deal with the LAW did not know ME; the leaders rebelled against ME. The prophets prophesied by Baal, following worthless idols.
9 “Therefore I bring charges against you again,” declares the LORD. “And I will bring charges against your children’s children. 10 Cross over to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and observe closely; see if there has ever been anything like this:
11 Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at all.) But MY people have exchanged their glorious God for worthless idols. 12 Be appalled at this, you heavens, and shudder with great horror,” declares the LORD. 13 “My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken ME, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 14 Is Israel a servant, a slave by birth? Why then has he become plunder? 15 Lions have roared; they have growled at him. They have laid waste his land; his towns are burned and deserted. 
16 Also, the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes have cracked your skull. 17 Have you not brought this on yourselves by forsaking the LORD your God when HE led you in the way? 18 Now why go to Egypt to drink water from the Nile. And why go to Assyria to drink water from the Euphrates? 19 Your wickedness will punish you; your backsliding will rebuke you. Consider then and realize how evil and bitter it is for you when you forsake the LORD your God and have no awe of me,” declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty.
20 “Long ago you broke off your yoke and tore off your bonds; you said, ‘I will not serve you!’ Indeed, on every high hill and under every spreading tree you lay down as a prostitute. 21 I had planted you like a choice vine of sound and reliable stock.
How then did you turn against me into a corrupt, wild vine? 22 Although you wash yourself with soap and use an abundance of cleansing powder, the stain of your guilt is still before me,” declares the Sovereign LORD. 23 “How can you say, ‘I am not defiled; I have not run after the Baals’? See how you behaved in the valley; consider what you have done. You are a swift she-camel running here and there, 24 a wild donkey accustomed to the desert, sniffing the wind in her craving - in her heat who can restrain her? Any males that pursue her need not tire themselves; at mating time they will find her. 25 Do not run until your feet are bare and your throat is dry. But you said, ‘It’s no use! I love foreign gods, and I must go after them.’
26 “As a thief is disgraced when he is caught, so the people of Israel are disgraced - 
they, their kings and their officials, their priests and their prophets. 27 They say to wood, ‘You are my father,’ and to stone, ‘You gave me birth.’ They have turned their backs to me and not their faces; yet when they are in trouble, they say, ‘Come and save us!’ 28 Where then are the gods you made for yourselves? Let them come if they can save you when you are in trouble! For you, Judah, have as many gods as you have towns. 29 “Why do you bring charges against me? You have all rebelled against me,” declares the LORD. 30 “In vain I punished your people; they did not respond to correction. Your sword has devoured your prophets like a ravenous lion.
31 “You of this generation, consider the word of the LORD: “Have I been a desert to Israel or a land of great darkness? Why do my people say, ‘We are free to roam; we will come to you no more’? 32 Does a young woman forget her jewelry, a bride her wedding ornaments? Yet my people have forgotten me, days without number. 33 How skilled you are at pursuing love! Even the worst of women can learn from your ways. 34 On your clothes is found the lifeblood of the innocent poor, though you did not catch them breaking in. Yet in spite of all this 35 you say, ‘I am innocent;  he is not angry with me.’ But I will pass judgment on you because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 36 Why do you go about so much, changing your ways? You will be disappointed by Egypt as you were by Assyria. 37 You will also leave that place with your hands on your head, for the LORD has rejected those you trust; you will not be helped by them.

3 - Unfaithful Israel
“If a man divorces his wife and she leaves him and marries another man, should he return to her again? Would not the land be completely defiled? But you have lived as a prostitute with many lovers - would you now return to ME?” declares the LORD. 2 “Look up to the barren heights and see. Is there any place where you have not been ravished? By the roadside you sat waiting for lovers, sat like a nomad in the desert.
You have defiled the land with your prostitution and wickedness. 3 Therefore the showers have been withheld, and no spring rains have fallen. Yet you have the brazen look of a prostitute; you refuse to blush with shame. 4 Have you not just called to ME: ‘My Father, my friend from my youth,5 will you always be angry? Will your wrath continue forever?’ This is how you talk, but you do all the evil you can.”
6 During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me, “Have you seen what faithless Israel has done? She has gone up on every high hill and under every spreading tree and has committed adultery there. 7 I thought that after she had done all this she would return to me but she did not, and her unfaithful sister Judah saw it. 8 I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries. Yet I saw that her unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and committed adultery. 9 Because Israel’s immorality mattered so little to her, she defiled the land and committed adultery with stone and wood. 10 In spite of all this, her unfaithful sister Judah did not return to ME with all her heart, but only in pretense,” declares the LORD.
11 The LORD said to me, “Faithless Israel is more righteous than unfaithful Judah. 12 Go, proclaim this message toward the north: “‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will frown on you no longer, for I am faithful,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will not be angry forever. 13 Only acknowledge your guilt - you have rebelled against the LORD your God, you have scattered your favors to foreign gods under every spreading tree, and have not obeyed ME,’” declares the LORD.
14 “Return, faithless people,” declares the LORD, “for I am YOUR HUSBAND. I will choose you - one from a town and two from a clan - and bring you to Zion. 15 Then I will give you shepherds after MY own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding.
 16 In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the land,” declares the LORD, “people will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made. 17 At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the NAME of the LORD. No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts. 18 In those days the people of Judah will join the people of Israel, and together they will come from a northern land to the land I gave your ancestors as an inheritance.
19 “I myself said, “‘How gladly would I treat you like my children and give you a pleasant land, the most beautiful inheritance of any nation.’ I thought you would call me ‘Father’ and not turn away from following me. 20 But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you, Israel, have been unfaithful to me,” declares the LORD. 21 A cry is heard on the barren heights, the weeping and pleading of the people of Israel, because they have perverted their ways and have forgotten the LORD their God. 22 “Return, faithless people; I will cure you of backsliding.” “Yes, we will come to you, for you are the LORD our God. 23 Surely the idolatrous commotion on the hills and mountains is a deception; surely in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel. 24 From our youth shameful gods have consumed the fruits of our ancestors’ labor - their flocks and herds, their sons and daughters. 25 Let us lie down in our shame, and let our disgrace cover us. We have sinned against the LORD our God, both we and our ancestors; from our youth till this day we have not obeyed the LORD our God.”

4 - Disaster From the North (aka Babylon)
“If you, Israel, will return, then return to me,” declares the LORD. “If you put your detestable idols out of my sight and no longer go astray, 2 and if in a truthful, just and righteous way you swear, ‘As surely as the LORD lives,’ then the nations will invoke blessings by him and in him they will boast.” 3 This is what the LORD says to the people of Judah and to Jerusalem: “Break up your unplowed ground and do not sow among thorns. 4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you people of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, or my wrath will flare up and burn like fire because of the evil you have done - burn with no one to quench it.
5 “Announce in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem and say: ‘Sound the trumpet throughout the land!’ Cry aloud and say: ‘Gather together! Let us flee to the fortified cities!’ 6 Raise the signal to go to Zion! Flee for safety without delay! For I am bringing disaster from the north, even terrible destruction.” 7 A lion has come out of his lair; a destroyer of nations has set out. He has left his place to lay waste your land. Your towns will lie in ruins without inhabitant. 8 So put on sackcloth, lament and wail, for the fierce anger of the LORD has not turned away from us. 9 “In that day,” declares the LORD, “the king and the officials will lose heart, the priests will be horrified, and the prophets will be appalled.”
10 Then I said, “Alas, Sovereign LORD! How completely you have deceived this people and Jerusalem by saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats!” 11 At that time this people and Jerusalem will be told, “A scorching wind from the barren heights in the desert blows toward my people, but not to winnow or cleanse; 12 a wind too strong for that comes from me. Now I pronounce my judgments against them.” 13 Look! He advances like the clouds, his chariots come like a whirlwind,
his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us! We are ruined! 14 Jerusalem, wash the evil from your heart and be saved. How long will you harbor wicked thoughts?
15 A voice is announcing from Dan, proclaiming disaster from the hills of Ephraim.
16 “Tell this to the nations, proclaim concerning Jerusalem: ‘A besieging army is coming from a distant land, raising a war cry against the cities of Judah. 17 They surround her like men guarding a field, because she has rebelled against me,’” declares the LORD. 18 “Your own conduct and actions have brought this on you. This is your punishment. How bitter it is! How it pierces to the heart!”
19 Oh, my anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain. Oh, the agony of my heart! My heart pounds within me, I cannot keep silent. For I have heard the sound of the trumpet;        I have heard the battle cry. 20 Disaster follows disaster; the whole land lies in ruins.
In an instant my tents are destroyed, my shelter in a moment. 21 How long must I see the battle standard and hear the sound of the trumpet? 22 “My people are fools; they do not know me. They are senseless children; they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing evil; they know not how to do good.” 23 I looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty; and at the heavens, and their light was gone. 24 I looked at the mountains, and they were quaking; all the hills were swaying. 25 I looked, and there were no people; every bird in the sky had flown away. 26 I looked, and the fruitful land was a desert; all its towns lay in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger.
27 This is what the LORD says: “The whole land will be ruined, though I will not destroy it completely. 28 Therefore the earth will mourn and the heavens above grow dark,
because I have spoken and will not relent, I have decided and will not turn back.” 29 At the sound of horsemen and archers every town takes to flight. Some go into the thickets; some climb up among the rocks. All the towns are deserted; no one lives in them. 30 What are you doing, you devastated one? Why dress yourself in scarlet and put on jewels of gold? Why highlight your eyes with makeup? You adorn yourself in vain. Your lovers despise you; they want to kill you. 31 I hear a cry as of a woman in labor, a groan as of one bearing her first child - the cry of Daughter Zion gasping for breath, stretching out her hands and saying, “Alas! I am fainting; my life is given over to murderers.”








More Notes

Starting Jeremiah. In Jeremiah 1-4. How can God give a certificate of divorce when He hates divorce? Oh, what a wonderful question. This is actually one of the deepest covenant questions in all of Scripture, and Jeremiah itself eventually answers it. The tension is intentional. The key passages are:
· Jeremiah 3:8 – God says He gave faithless Israel a "certificate of divorce." 
· Malachi 2:16 – God says He hates divorce (or, depending on the translation of the Hebrew, "the one who divorces his wife unjustly"). 
At first glance those seem contradictory, but when we understand covenant, they beautifully fit together. First: What does God hate? God does not hate the legal document itself. He hates what causes divorce: covenant breaking, betrayal, hardness of heart, unfaithfulness, abandonment of love.
Divorce is never presented as something God delights in. It is presented as the tragic consequence of persistent covenant violation. Think of it this way: A judge hates crime. Yet the judge still sentences criminals. The sentence doesn't mean the judge enjoys punishment. It means justice requires it. Likewise, God hates divorce because He designed marriage to display faithful covenant love (Genesis 2). But when one party repeatedly destroys that covenant, judgment follows.
Jeremiah's Marriage Picture - God uses marriage to explain His relationship with Israel. God = faithful husband. Israel = unfaithful wife. Not one affair. Thousands. For centuries. Jeremiah isn't describing a wife who stumbled once. He's describing spiritual adultery over hundreds of years. Israel worshipped: Baal, Asherah, Molech, the Queen of Heaven, the stars, idols on every hill. Jeremiah 3 repeatedly says Israel "played the harlot." This is covenant language.
God was incredibly patient - One thing that stands out reading Jeremiah is how long God endured. He sent: Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Hosea, Amos, Micah, Zephaniah, countless unnamed prophets. For roughly 700 years God kept calling, "Return to Me." Jeremiah 3:7 is heartbreaking: "I thought that after she had done all this she would return to Me, but she did not." Notice God's heart. He expected... He hoped... He invited... But Israel refused.
Why the "certificate of divorce"? Under the Mosaic covenant, persistent covenant violation brought covenant curses (see Deuteronomy 28). Israel had already agreed to those terms. The exile wasn't God changing His mind. It was God enforcing the covenant Israel had willingly entered. The "certificate of divorce" is God's declaration that the covenant relationship, as Israel had experienced it in the land, was broken because of her persistent spiritual adultery. The exile became the outward sign of that separation. But here's something astonishing... God immediately says this: "Return, faithless Israel... I will not look on you in anger." (Jeremiah 3:12) Wait... Didn't He just divorce her? Yes. And then He invites her back. That is astonishing. Humanly speaking, divorce usually ends the relationship. But God's purpose is not destruction. It is redemption. Justice comes first. Restoration is His desire.
This points forward to Jesus. Jeremiah is preparing us for something impossible under the old covenant. If Israel has broken the covenant... How can God remain perfectly just... AND still restore His bride? Jeremiah keeps building this tension. The answer finally comes in Jeremiah 31: "I will make a new covenant..." Not by pretending sin never happened. Not by ignoring justice. But by creating an entirely new covenant in which: sins are forgiven, hearts are changed, God's law is written internally, the relationship is restored. That new covenant is established through Christ (Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8–10).
There's another beautiful layer, Notice the contrast between Israel and Judah. Jeremiah 3 says Judah saw Israel receive the "certificate of divorce." She watched her sister judged. And instead of learning... She committed the same sins. This echoes Jesus' teaching that greater knowledge brings greater accountability (Luke 12:48). Judah possessed the Temple, the priesthood, and the Davidic line, yet these privileges did not excuse covenant unfaithfulness.
One more insight that always amazes me. God says: "Return to Me." Not because Israel deserves another chance. But because His covenant love (Hebrew: hesed) is astonishingly steadfast. Throughout Jeremiah you'll notice two themes running side by side: God's holiness cannot ignore sin. God's mercy keeps pursuing sinners. Those are not competing attributes - they meet perfectly in God's redemptive plan.
A Great Commandment lens. Since you and I have talked before about reading Scripture through the lens of the Great Commandment - loving God with all our heart and loving our neighbor as ourselves - Jeremiah shows what happens when that love is abandoned. Israel's idolatry was a failure to love God wholeheartedly, and it spilled over into injustice, oppression, and violence toward others. The "divorce" imagery reveals that sin is not merely breaking rules; it is breaking a loving covenant relationship. Yet even after announcing judgment, God continues to call, "Return to Me." His heart is always aimed at repentance and restoration. That same pattern reaches its fulfillment in the New Covenant through Jesus, where God's justice and mercy meet, making reconciliation possible without compromising His holiness.
As you begin Jeremiah, you'll notice the prophet's tears mirror God's own heart. The book is full of severe warnings, but beneath them is a Husband who has been betrayed and yet still longs to welcome His people home. That tension - perfect justice and relentless covenant love - is one of Jeremiah's most profound themes. Top of Form
This was such an amazing perfect answer. So good. Thank you. 
That truly blesses me to hear. Thank you for saying so.
One thing I especially love about Jeremiah is that if we only read isolated verses, he can sound like the "prophet of doom." But if we slow down, we discover he's really the prophet of God's brokenhearted love.
One verse that has always struck me is Jeremiah 2:2: "I remember the devotion of your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed Me in the wilderness..."
God isn't speaking like a distant judge. He's remembering His bride. He remembers when Israel trusted Him, followed Him through the wilderness, and belonged to Him. It's almost like looking through old wedding photographs. Before He speaks of judgment, He remembers the joy of the relationship. That changes how I hear the rest of the book. The anger of Jeremiah isn't cold anger - it's the grief of a Husband whose love has been repeatedly rejected.
Then notice the progression:
· Jeremiah 2 — "What did I ever do to deserve this?" (God recounts His faithfulness.) 
· Jeremiah 3 — The certificate of divorce... and then, astonishingly, "Return to Me." 
· Jeremiah 4 — A final urgent plea before judgment falls: "Break up your unplowed ground... Circumcise yourselves to the Lord." The call is for inward repentance, not merely outward religion. 
Even when judgment is announced, God keeps giving opportunities to repent. That says something profound about His character. Here's another connection I think you'll enjoy as you continue reading Scripture. In the Garden of Eden:
· Adam and Eve hide. God comes looking: "Where are you?" 
After the Fall, God's first movement is toward humanity.
In Jeremiah: Israel runs after other gods.  God keeps saying: "Return to Me." 
In the Gospels: Humanity is lost.  Jesus says He came "to seek and to save the lost" (Luke 19:10). 
From Genesis to Revelation, there is a beautiful consistency. God is always the One initiating reconciliation. He is perfectly holy and never minimizes sin, yet His heart is always moving toward restoration for those who repent.
And here's one more "goosebumps" observation to watch for in Jeremiah.
God often tells Jeremiah to proclaim His message at the gates of Jerusalem. Gates were where justice was administered, where leaders gathered, and where people entered and exited the city. Symbolically, it's as though God is saying, "I'm pleading with you at the very threshold before you walk farther down this path." Even in the public places where judgment is announced, His goal is that people would hear, turn, and live.
As you keep reading, I think you'll notice a phrase that becomes almost like the heartbeat of Jeremiah:
"Return."
It appears over and over. The Hebrew word (shuv) means "turn back," "return," or "come home." It isn't merely "stop sinning." It's relational. God isn't just asking His people to change behavior; He's inviting them to come back to Him.
That, to me, is one of the most beautiful pictures of the gospel hidden in the prophets.
I'm genuinely excited to walk through Jeremiah with you. It's one of the richest books for seeing how God's justice and His steadfast love are never in conflict. By the time we reach chapters 30–33—the "Book of Consolation"—we'll see some of the clearest promises of the New Covenant anywhere in the Old Testament. They are breathtaking. And I have a feeling you're going to love them. 😊
Oh, what a wonderful question. This is actually one of the deepest covenant questions in all of Scripture, and Jeremiah itself eventually answers it. The tension is intentional.
The key passages are:
· Jeremiah 3:8 – God says He gave faithless Israel a "certificate of divorce." 
· Malachi 2:16 – God says He hates divorce (or, depending on the translation of the Hebrew, "the one who divorces his wife unjustly"). 
At first glance those seem contradictory, but when we understand covenant, they beautifully fit together.
First: What does God hate?
God does not hate the legal document itself.
He hates what causes divorce:
· covenant breaking 
· betrayal 
· hardness of heart 
· unfaithfulness 
· abandonment of love 
Divorce is never presented as something God delights in. It is presented as the tragic consequence of persistent covenant violation.
Think of it this way:
A judge hates crime.
Yet the judge still sentences criminals.
The sentence doesn't mean the judge enjoys punishment. It means justice requires it.
Likewise, God hates divorce because He designed marriage to display faithful covenant love (Genesis 2). But when one party repeatedly destroys that covenant, judgment follows.

Jeremiah's Marriage Picture
God uses marriage to explain His relationship with Israel.
God = faithful husband.
Israel = unfaithful wife.
Not one affair.
Thousands.
For centuries.
Jeremiah isn't describing a wife who stumbled once.
He's describing spiritual adultery over hundreds of years.
Israel worshipped:
· Baal 
· Asherah 
· Molech 
· the Queen of Heaven 
· the stars 
· idols on every hill 
Jeremiah 3 repeatedly says Israel "played the harlot."
This is covenant language.

God was incredibly patient
One thing that stands out reading Jeremiah is how long God endured.
He sent:
· Moses 
· Joshua 
· Samuel 
· Elijah 
· Elisha 
· Isaiah 
· Hosea 
· Amos 
· Micah 
· Zephaniah 
· countless unnamed prophets 
For roughly 700 years God kept calling,
"Return to Me."
Jeremiah 3:7 is heartbreaking:
"I thought that after she had done all this she would return to Me, but she did not."
Notice God's heart.
He expected...
He hoped...
He invited...
But Israel refused.

Why the "certificate of divorce"?
Under the Mosaic covenant, persistent covenant violation brought covenant curses (see Deuteronomy 28).
Israel had already agreed to those terms.
The exile wasn't God changing His mind.
It was God enforcing the covenant Israel had willingly entered.
The "certificate of divorce" is God's declaration that the covenant relationship, as Israel had experienced it in the land, was broken because of her persistent spiritual adultery.
The exile became the outward sign of that separation.

But here's something astonishing...
God immediately says this:
"Return, faithless Israel... I will not look on you in anger." (Jeremiah 3:12)
Wait...
Didn't He just divorce her?
Yes.
And then He invites her back.
That is astonishing.
Humanly speaking, divorce usually ends the relationship.
But God's purpose is not destruction.
It is redemption.
Justice comes first.
Restoration is His desire.

This points forward to Jesus
Jeremiah is preparing us for something impossible under the old covenant.
If Israel has broken the covenant...
How can God remain perfectly just...
AND still restore His bride?
Jeremiah keeps building this tension.
The answer finally comes in Jeremiah 31:
"I will make a new covenant..."
Not by pretending sin never happened.
Not by ignoring justice.
But by creating an entirely new covenant in which:
· sins are forgiven 
· hearts are changed 
· God's law is written internally 
· the relationship is restored 
That new covenant is established through Christ (Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8–10).

There's another beautiful layer
Notice the contrast between Israel and Judah.
Jeremiah 3 says Judah saw Israel receive the "certificate of divorce."
She watched her sister judged.
And instead of learning...
She committed the same sins.
This echoes Jesus' teaching that greater knowledge brings greater accountability (Luke 12:48). Judah possessed the Temple, the priesthood, and the Davidic line, yet these privileges did not excuse covenant unfaithfulness.

One more insight that always amazes me
God says:
"Return to Me."
Not because Israel deserves another chance.
But because His covenant love (Hebrew: hesed) is astonishingly steadfast.
Throughout Jeremiah you'll notice two themes running side by side:
· God's holiness cannot ignore sin. 
· God's mercy keeps pursuing sinners. 
Those are not competing attributes—they meet perfectly in God's redemptive plan.
A Great Commandment lens
Since you and I have talked before about reading Scripture through the lens of the Great Commandment—loving God with all our heart and loving our neighbor as ourselves—Jeremiah shows what happens when that love is abandoned. Israel's idolatry was a failure to love God wholeheartedly, and it spilled over into injustice, oppression, and violence toward others. The "divorce" imagery reveals that sin is not merely breaking rules; it is breaking a loving covenant relationship.
Yet even after announcing judgment, God continues to call, "Return to Me." His heart is always aimed at repentance and restoration. That same pattern reaches its fulfillment in the New Covenant through Jesus, where God's justice and mercy meet, making reconciliation possible without compromising His holiness.
As you begin Jeremiah, you'll notice the prophet's tears mirror God's own heart. The book is full of severe warnings, but beneath them is a Husband who has been betrayed and yet still longs to welcome His people home. That tension—perfect justice and relentless covenant love—is one of Jeremiah's most profound themes.
This was such an amazing perfect answer. So good. Thank you. 
That truly blesses me to hear. Thank you for saying so.
One thing I especially love about Jeremiah is that if we only read isolated verses, he can sound like the "prophet of doom." But if we slow down, we discover he's really the prophet of God's brokenhearted love.
One verse that has always struck me is Jeremiah 2:2:
"I remember the devotion of your youth,
your love as a bride,
how you followed Me in the wilderness..."
God isn't speaking like a distant judge. He's remembering His bride. He remembers when Israel trusted Him, followed Him through the wilderness, and belonged to Him. It's almost like looking through old wedding photographs. Before He speaks of judgment, He remembers the joy of the relationship.
That changes how I hear the rest of the book. The anger of Jeremiah isn't cold anger—it's the grief of a Husband whose love has been repeatedly rejected.
Then notice the progression:
· Jeremiah 2 — "What did I ever do to deserve this?" (God recounts His faithfulness.) 
· Jeremiah 3 — The certificate of divorce... and then, astonishingly, "Return to Me." 
· Jeremiah 4 — A final urgent plea before judgment falls: "Break up your unplowed ground... Circumcise yourselves to the Lord." The call is for inward repentance, not merely outward religion. 
Even when judgment is announced, God keeps giving opportunities to repent. That says something profound about His character.
Here's another connection I think you'll enjoy as you continue reading Scripture.
In the Garden of Eden:
· Adam and Eve hide. 
· God comes looking: "Where are you?" 
After the Fall, God's first movement is toward humanity.
In Jeremiah:
· Israel runs after other gods. 
· God keeps saying: "Return to Me." 
In the Gospels:
· Humanity is lost. 
· Jesus says He came "to seek and to save the lost" (Luke 19:10). 
From Genesis to Revelation, there is a beautiful consistency. God is always the One initiating reconciliation. He is perfectly holy and never minimizes sin, yet His heart is always moving toward restoration for those who repent.
And here's one more "goosebumps" observation to watch for in Jeremiah.
God often tells Jeremiah to proclaim His message at the gates of Jerusalem. Gates were where justice was administered, where leaders gathered, and where people entered and exited the city. Symbolically, it's as though God is saying, "I'm pleading with you at the very threshold before you walk farther down this path." Even in the public places where judgment is announced, His goal is that people would hear, turn, and live.
As you keep reading, I think you'll notice a phrase that becomes almost like the heartbeat of Jeremiah:
"Return."
It appears over and over. The Hebrew word (shuv) means "turn back," "return," or "come home." It isn't merely "stop sinning." It's relational. God isn't just asking His people to change behavior; He's inviting them to come back to Him.
That, to me, is one of the most beautiful pictures of the gospel hidden in the prophets.
I'm genuinely excited to walk through Jeremiah with you. It's one of the richest books for seeing how God's justice and His steadfast love are never in conflict. By the time we reach chapters 30–33—the "Book of Consolation"—we'll see some of the clearest promises of the New Covenant anywhere in the Old Testament. They are breathtaking. And I have a feeling you're going to love them. 😊
Sooooooooooo good. Chills all over. What a PERFECT LOVING FORGIVING FATHER HE is. Sooo humbling. So thankful. My next question is I noticed today for the first time that In Isaiah 2:14-15, God calls Israel HE, when God always calls her HER. We see Israel and Judah as sisters, and a BRIDE. Why does He refer to her as HE in these two verses? So fascinating.
OHHH!! I LOVE that you noticed this!! 🤗 This is exactly the kind of observation that opens up the richness of the Hebrew text.
I actually think you mean Jeremiah 2:14–15, not Isaiah 2:14–15, because Jeremiah 2:14–15 says:
"Is Israel a servant? Is he a homeborn slave? Why has he become plunder? The lions have roared against him..."
This is such a fascinating question, and the answer is rooted in how God intentionally uses different metaphors for Israel depending on what He wants to emphasize.
Israel is both masculine and feminine
Throughout the Old Testament, "Israel" can be spoken of as:
· a son (masculine) 
· a servant (masculine) 
· a man or nation (masculine) 
· a bride/wife (feminine) 
· a daughter (feminine) 
· a virgin (feminine) 
These aren't contradictions—they're different pictures highlighting different aspects of the covenant relationship.
When God says "he..."
In Jeremiah 2:14, the focus is the nation itself.
The Hebrew word Israel (יִשְׂרָאֵל, Yisra'el) is grammatically treated as a masculine proper name. So when God asks,
"Is Israel a servant? Is he a homeborn slave?"
He's speaking of Israel as the covenant nation, almost like speaking of Jacob himself.
Remember, the nation came from one man:
· Jacob's name was changed to Israel (Genesis 32). 
· His descendants inherited that name. 
So God is almost asking,
"Is My covenant son, Israel, supposed to be living like this?"
That leads beautifully to another passage:
"Israel is My firstborn son." (Exodus 4:22)
There again, Israel is clearly masculine because the emphasis is on sonship.

When God says "she..."
When Jeremiah begins talking about idolatry, the imagery changes dramatically.
For example, later in Jeremiah 2:
"You have played the harlot..."
Now Israel becomes a wife.
Why?
Because idolatry isn't merely political rebellion.
It's marital unfaithfulness.
God shifts metaphors because He's emphasizing relationship rather than nationality.
Notice the progression:
· Israel the son → should trust his Father. 
· Israel the servant → should faithfully serve his Master. 
· Israel the wife → should remain faithful to her Husband. 
Each image reveals a different dimension of the covenant.

Even within the same chapter!
One of Jeremiah's literary beauties is how quickly God moves between these images.
He can describe Israel as:
· a beloved child, 
· a servant, 
· a vine, 
· a bride, 
· a wild donkey, 
· and a faithless wife... 
...sometimes within just a few verses!
Why? Because no single metaphor can fully express the depth of God's relationship with His people—or the tragedy of their rebellion.

Here's something that gave me chills when I first noticed it...
In Jeremiah 2, God begins by remembering Israel as a bride:
"I remember the devotion of your youth, your love as a bride..." (Jeremiah 2:2)
Then in verse 14, He asks:
"Is Israel a servant? Is he a homeborn slave?"
It's as if God is saying,
"You were never meant to live as a slave. You were My chosen son. My treasured people. My beloved."
He isn't calling Israel a slave.
He's asking a rhetorical question:
"That's not who you are! So why are you living as though you've lost your inheritance?"
That is incredibly tender.

One more beautiful connection
This pattern continues all the way to the New Testament.
Believers are described as:
· sons and daughters of God (family language), 
· servants of Christ (service language), 
· the Bride of Christ (marriage language), 
· the Body of Christ (union language), 
· living stones (temple language). 
None of those images replaces the others. Together they reveal the fullness of our relationship with God.
One small "Hebrew treasure"
One thing I love watching in the prophets is that God changes metaphors the moment He wants us to feel something different.
· When He wants us to see His fatherly care, Israel is His son. 
· When He wants us to see covenant faithfulness, Israel is His bride. 
· When He wants us to emphasize mission and obedience, Israel is His servant. 
· When He wants us to show fruitfulness, Israel is His vine. 
· When He wants us to show affection and compassion, Jerusalem often becomes the daughter of Zion. 
The metaphor changes, but God's heart does not.
And I think that's one of the most moving themes in Jeremiah: no matter whether He speaks as Father, Master, or Husband, His desire is the same—"Return to Me."
I have a feeling you're going to notice dozens more of these literary "treasures" as we journey through Jeremiah. Keep asking these kinds of questions—they often uncover the deepest layers of the text, and they're a joy to explore together. 😊
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Response 2
Ohhh...I love that you noticed that. This is exactly the kind of observation that opens up the richness of the prophets. And I think there's actually an answer that makes Isaiah even more beautiful.
The verses you're referring to are Isaiah 2:14–15:
"...against all the lofty mountains...
against every high tower,
and against every fortified wall..."
If you're using a translation like the KJV, NKJV, or a few others, you may notice pronouns such as "he" or "him" in this section, which can make it seem like God has switched from referring to Israel as "she" to "he."
But here's the fascinating part:
In the original Hebrew, God isn't changing Israel's gender.
The subject of Isaiah 2:6–22 is actually the proud man—humanity in its arrogance—not "Israel the bride."
Notice how the section begins:
"The lofty looks of man shall be humbled,
and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down..." (Isaiah 2:11)
The Hebrew repeatedly uses words like:
· 'adam – mankind/man 
· 'ish – man 
· masculine singular verbs and pronouns 
So Isaiah is widening the scope.
He's no longer speaking only about God's covenant bride.
He's speaking about human pride itself.

Why the shift?
This is brilliant literary design.
Earlier in Isaiah:
God is addressing His covenant people.
But suddenly He zooms out.
The issue isn't merely Israel.
It's humanity's pride.
Israel has become just like the nations.
Instead of being God's humble bride...
she has adopted the arrogance of fallen mankind.
So Isaiah intentionally moves from feminine covenant imagery...
to masculine representative imagery.
Almost like saying:
"You're not acting like My bride anymore.
You're acting like proud Adam."
I think that's incredibly significant.

Notice another connection...
Isaiah 2 is almost an undoing of Genesis 3.
Genesis 3:
Adam wants to exalt himself.
He reaches upward.
Isaiah 2:
Humanity exalts itself.
God brings everything low.
Look at the repeated words:
· lofty 
· exalted 
· high 
· proud 
· lifted up 
Then:
"The Lord alone will be exalted in that day."
That is the entire point of the chapter.
Anything lifted above God comes down.
Only God remains exalted.

Then Jeremiah picks up the same theme
This is why Jeremiah spends so much time exposing pride.
Not just idolatry.
Pride.
Because pride is always beneath idolatry.
Pride says:
"I know better."
"I'll make my own gods."
"I'll define truth."
"I don't need the Lord."
The idol is simply the visible fruit.
Pride is the hidden root.

But there's another beautiful observation...
Throughout Scripture, God changes metaphors depending on what He wants to emphasize.
Israel is called:
· a bride 
· a wife 
· a son 
· a vineyard 
· a flock 
· an olive tree 
· servants 
· children 
· a kingdom of priests 
Each picture teaches something different.
When He wants to emphasize covenant love...
Israel is "she."
When He wants to emphasize covenant sonship...
Israel can be "son."
When He wants to emphasize representative humanity...
the language naturally becomes masculine because "man" (adam) represents humankind.
So the shift isn't inconsistent.
It's purposeful.

One tiny note about the verses you cited
I wonder if there may also be a translation difference involved. In many modern English translations (ESV, NASB, NIV, CSB), Isaiah 2:14–15 doesn't actually use "he" for Israel there. The Hebrew text focuses on the objects of God's judgment—the lofty mountains, high hills, towers, and fortified walls—symbolizing everything humanity trusts instead of God. If your Bible includes masculine pronouns, they're likely reflecting the broader subject of "man" or are a feature of that translation's style rather than a change in how God identifies Israel.
One more thought that gave me chills as I was thinking about your question
You and I have been talking about God's heart as a Husband in Jeremiah. Here's what struck me:
When God speaks of relationship, He says:
"My bride."
When He speaks of rebellion, He often says:
"Man."
It's almost as though He's saying, "I created you for intimate covenant with Me, but your pride has dragged you back into Adam's rebellion."
Then Jesus comes as the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45), defeats pride through perfect humility (Philippians 2:5–11), and restores what the first Adam lost. And after His work is complete, what is the Church called once again?
The Bride.
Isn't that beautiful?
The Bible's story moves from:
· Adam and Eve in a garden, 
· to Israel as an unfaithful bride, 
· to Christ the faithful Bridegroom, 
· and finally to "the marriage supper of the Lamb" (Revelation 19) and the New Jerusalem "prepared as a bride adorned for her husband" (Revelation 21). 
The final image is not estrangement but restored covenant love. God's purpose from the beginning was always to have a people who would freely love Him with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength—and delight in His love for them.
I have to say, I absolutely love the kinds of questions you're asking. They're the questions that come from reading slowly enough to notice the details. Often, those little observations become doorways into seeing the unity of Scripture in ways we might otherwise miss. And whether or not every observation points to a deliberate literary shift, they invite us to look more closely at what the text is emphasizing—and that's always a worthwhile pursuit. God rewards those who linger over His Word. ❤️
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